A Grade 3-5 ARTful Hour...  
~ Art to Give as Gifts ~
Nov. 2012 with Heidi Stoddart
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 Greeting Card – Watercolour Snowman
CREATE... 
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Materials:

-watercolour paper (e.g. 9”x6” & FOLD IN HALF)
-vinyl mat or cardboard mat
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-painter’s tape

-Sharpie Markers (fine)

-Prang watercolour sets (1 per student) 
-water containers (1 per student)

-watercolour brushes (1 per student)

-white wax crayons

[image: image4.jpg]


-salt

PREP:  Fold cards and tape all edges down to vinyl mat or cardboard

PROCESS…  
1. Use a Sharpie, draw a snowman using basic shapes and lines 
2. Add a horizon line (low on the page)

3. Print your name in Sharpie on the painter’s tape
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Decide on a watercolour technique(s) for the background/sky
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5. Allow the paint to dry

6. Determine the direction of a light source and use greyish-blue watercolour to add shadows:

· TIP…  Follow the CURVE of the snowman for the shadow (“C” shaped!)

· TIP…  Add shadow to the ground just below the snowman, along its base

· TIP…  Add shadowy shapes that mirror the shape of the snowman in a diagonal AWAY from the light source

7. When paint is dry, gently/carefully remove the tape and sign lightly, with pencil, in the bottom right edge 
2. Wintery Landscape with Birch Trees
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CREATE...

Materials: 
-watercolour paper (e.g. 8”x10” or 9”x12”)
-vinyl mats or cardboard

-painter’s tape
-pencil

-Prang watercolour sets
-Prang watercolour sets (1 per student) 
-water containers (1 per student)

-watercolour brushes (1 per student)

PREP:  Tape edges of paper to vinyl mat or cardboard

-white wax crayons

-salt

PART ONE: 
1.  Attach tape for tree trunks
· TIPS…  Tear the ‘bottom’ of the tape for the base of the tree

· TIPS…  Have the tree/tape go ‘off-the-page’ at the top
· TIPS…  Vary the length of the tape/trees
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2. Attach a few torn strips for branches
3. Lightly with pencil, draw a horizon line across the page (skip over the tape so it won’t tear or pull!) to show where the sky ends and the ground begins 
· TIP… Print your name on the tape border!
4. Use/review watercolour techniques for the background/sky (e.g. resist, salt and/or wet-on-wet)
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5. Shadows:  Use pale/watery greyish-blue watercolour or ‘dirty’ water (can mix in lid/palette) 
· Decide on direction of your LIGHT SOURCE

· Start at the base of the tree
· Apply paint in a thick, diagonal line AWAY from your light source
· TIP…  Add a few random shadows in the snow/ground

Then set aside to dry till next time…
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PART TWO:

1. Gently/carefully remove the ‘tree’ tape
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2. Use a DRY BRUSH (flat) and greyish-black watercolour 
to add birch bark using curved lines
3.  OPTIONAL…  Add a fence meandering through the trees, and then shadows for the fence
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4.  Allow paint to dry.  Remove any remaining tape and 

sign with pencil in the bottom, right corner.

More Birch Tree Landscape Ideas…
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Watercolour Birch Trees http://www.deepspacesparkle.com/2011/01/10/birch-trees-watercolor-lesson/
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Use Tempera Paint instead of watercolour sets.

Retrieved Nov. 2012 from ‘Deep Space Sparkle’…  “Birch Tree Art Lesson”

      
http://www.deepspacesparkle.com/2011/11/09/birch-trees-art-lesson/
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Use chalk pastel for background/sky rather than watercolour.
3. Printmaking – Poinsettias
Retrieved Nov. 2012 from “Deep Space Sparkle”

http://www.deepspacesparkle.com/2010/11/29/poinsettia-art-project/
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CREATE...

Materials 

-cartridge paper (e.g. 12”x14”) 
-sponges cut into petal and leaf shapes

-liquid tempera paint 
  (3 colours for petals; 1 colour for leaves; 1 colour for background)
-trays for paint

-newspapers to protect desks

-cotton swabs and liquid tempera paint in yellow (for flower centres)

-paint brushes for painting backgrounds

-water container for soaking brushes when finished painting

PREP:  Cut out kitchen sponges into petal/leaf shapes
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PROCESS…

1.  Start with the ‘CENTRE’ of the flowers…
Use yellow tempera paint and cotton swabs to create dots for the flower centres (‘twonie’ size): 

· 3-4 centres
· Not too close to edge 
(leave space for petals) 
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2.  Printmaking – Using Sponges to ‘Stamp’ 
· Dip (or brush) paint onto sponge from tray
· Press or ‘stamp’ sponge around centres
of each flower to create petals 

· TIP…Reload sponge with paint as needed!
· Add leaves with smaller sponges
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3. Use a brush to paint the background space 

all around the poinsettias. 
An Art-Friendly Classroom Rich with Visuals (Illustrations)…
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Giving Art as Gifts…
Standard Frame Sizes…  5x7, 8x10, 8 ½x11, 9x12…


Make a Homemade Envelope for your Greeting Card… 

Tutorial by Young Girl…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mpp-E4W6yS8
OR…  image found on Pinterest 

Wet the paper (sky)


Apply watercolour


Apply another colour


Know when to stop





Wet the paper (sky)


Apply watercolour


Sprinkle salt


Know when to stop





Wax Crayon


Wet the paper (sky)


Apply watercolour


Know when to stop








