A Grade K-2 ARTful Hour...  
September 2013
With Heidi Stoddart
Early Elementary = Personal Expression through Art and Picture Making

1. Visual Arts Education Curriculum Update

· Coming Soon…  Gr. 2 Visual Arts DRAFT

CREATE - the creative process (plan, explore, experiment, re-think…)

CONNECT - explore various artists, cultures, historical periods…

COMMUNICATE - share, respond, reflect, discuss, etc. own works and works by others…

· Visual art LOOK FORs for elementary classrooms
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2.  Working with Paint…  Paint Supplies
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Block tempera paint or liquid tempera paint

Palettes (welled/muffin style; containers with lids)
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Paint brushes
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Water containers

Paper (cartridge, manilla, construction, glossy, cardstock, cardboard…)

Working Together:  Whole Class Activities
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1. Work Space Completely Cleared Off

2. Groups Of 4

3. Newspaper To Protect Desks

4. Consider Paper Size (fit workspace)
5. Paint & Water In Middle (Lowest Desk)
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Working Independently:  Paint Centre

-liquid tempera in individual containers with individual colour brushes

-air-tight lids to preserve paint for repeated use
Clear space in advance for:

  *Supplies/Distribution     *  Demonstrations     * Drying space

3. Portfolios… Inspired by “The Dot”
Lesson Idea From:  http://www.teachkidsart.net/grade-1-portfolios-design-dot/
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Materials:

-“The Dot” picture book by Peter H. Reynolds (available on Tumblebooks)

- basic Colour Wheel poster featuring 6 colours (primary/secondary)

-white Bristol Board* (one per student folded in half)

-block tempera paint

-paint brushes

-sturdy water containers

-Sharpie markers (Fine point)

· TEACHER TIP:  Have a colour wheel on display throughout the year for ongoing reference.
· TEACHER TIP:  *Bristol board sometimes has a shiny side and a dull side. Test to ensure that the medium you are using will “stick” to the front of your port​fo​lios! This will determine which side to have fac​ing out when you fold them.
INTRO… 
· Read aloud “The Dot” by Peter H. Reynolds
· Introduce portfolios as something artists use to safely store their art
· For the front of our portfolios, we will start with a dot and practice using a paint brush
[image: image10.jpg]


CREATE
PROCESS... 
1. Introduce the color wheel.  Artists of all ages know understand and think about the colour wheel as they work.  Identify the primary colours (red, yellow, blue) and the secondary colours that are created by mixing (orange, green, purple).
2. Introduce paint brush skills (parts of the paint brush, how to hold a paint brush, how to care for and clean a paint brush (e.g., washed carefully, ‘wash, rinse & spike’, store with bristles UP!)
3. Demonstrate how to add a ‘brush scoop’ of water to the paint, stir            
it in, then use the coloured water (or the coloured ‘puddle’) to paint.    Image retrieved Sept. 2013 from…
     http://www.teachkidsart.net/grade-1-portfolios-design-dot/

4. Start by painting a dot (about the size of a cherry) in the cen​ter of your port​fo​lio.
5.  Next, use a new color & start at the out​side edge, painting around your dot to make it bigger.
6. Continue exper​i​ment​ing with new col​ors each time, until your dot reaches from the bot​tom of your port​fo​lio to the top where it opens. 
· TEACHER TIP:  Try not to go over and over areas you’ve already painted because that could make your col​ors look “muddy”!
· TEACHER TIP:  Water may need to be changed partway through this lesson; dirty water will start to ‘muddy’ the colours as well.
7. When your dot has reached “full size”, you may go back and selec​tively add a few touches of con​trast​ing color here and there, to jazz it up a lit​tle. (Don’t get too car​ried away — a few extra flourishes of color is all you need!)
8. As a final step, “Sign it!” in the lower right cor​ner, where an artist signs her/his work!!
[image: image11.jpg]



“International Dot Day”…  September 15-ish every year!

Visit www.thedotclub.org for more information, lesson ideas, etc.

Picture Book-Inspired Art Porfolio lessons…  For more lesson 
ideas, visit “Teach Kids Art”  http://www.teachkidsart.net/tag/portfolios/
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TEACHER TIPS for Portfolios:  

· Portfolios help keep artwork organized and safely stored in the classroom.  

· Students can review their work at the end of the term, choosing their favourite to share or display during a class art show.  

· Students can safely transport artwork home at the end of the term, then bring them back empty, ready to start the next term.  
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 Pointillism:  Using ‘dots’ to make trees
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Materials:

-fall trees in our environment (nature walk, photos…)

-Cartridge paper (e.g. 9”x6”)
-liquid tempera paint (e.g. brown in small containers;  green, yellow, red, orange… on small plates/palettes)
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-small paint brushes

-cotton swabs 
-paint containers & palettes (e.g. small plates – need 1 per ‘leaf’ colour; shared amongst small group) 
INTRO… 
· Look at trees in the fall.  Trace the line of the trunk and the branches.  What kinds of lines do you see?  What colours?
CREATE

PROCESS... 
1. Think about the lines you noticed.  Start by using a paint brush & brown paint to create a trunk with several branches.
2. Introduce ‘pointillism’…  a style of painting in which the paint is applied to the canvas/paper in small dots of colour.  
3. Dip a cotton swab in the paint and ‘tap’ it on the paper to create a dot that represents a leaf.

4. Continue applying dots in a variety of leaf colours to fill the space around the branches

5. Students might opt to show a few leaves falling from the tree, and gathering on the ground.
· TEACHER TIP:  This would be a good context in which to discuss the idea of not overworking a picture…  “Know when to stop.”

CONNECT…  Pointillism is a style that was developed in the late 19th century in France.  Georges Seurat is famous for the paintings he created while developing this style.    
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Andy Goldsworthy, Natural Objects and Pattern
Materials:

-images of artworks by Andy Goldsworth 
-baggies for collecting found/natural objects from the ground
-digital camera 
INTRO… 
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CONNECT…  Look at & discuss works by Andy Goldsworthy (e.g. Describe what you see here.  What materials did the artist use?  How did the artist create a pattern?)  
CREATE

PROCESS... 
1. Introduce ‘found’ or ‘natural’ objects and how they can be gathered and arranged to create an interesting composition (OR an interesting pattern).
2. Explain that we’ll be heading out into nature to gather materials and review safety rules (e.g. must never leave the group, must always be in view of teacher, only gather materials that are already on the ground, raise hand when ready for the camera/photo…)
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Walk along path, gathering natural items (e.g. pebbles, sticks, leaves…)
4. Choose a spot to create your composition that features a pattern.
5. Arrange your found objects. 
6. Raise hand to have a photograph taken.
7. Respect the work of others – walk carefully! 
8. Back in the classroom, images can be used to create a class book, or can be shared on the SmartBoard so students can share, discuss and describe their works (COMMUNICATE).
	Teacher Resources:

· Art Lessons online @ Dept. Of Ed. Portal:  Click on “Learning Resources”, scroll to “Elementary”, click on “The Arts”, scroll to “K-8 Visual Art Binders”
· My Art Website:  http://elementaryvisualart.weebly.com/index.html
· Twitter:  “art4schools”
· Our Online Art Gallery:  http://www.district6.nbed.nb.ca/artgallery/artgalleryindex.htm



